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for though both of them may admit of being * modified,'
they are not, like man, amenable to such an influence as our
displeasure. What then is it that fits the human activity alone
for the operation of this modifying power? what, but the
fact that it issues from an inward spring which does not
necessitate it to take its present form, but admits of an alter-
native which our suffrage may reinforce ? our censure, there-
fore, it is plain, looks behind the scenes, and pitches upon
the hidden spring of action which alone it can hope to
modify. And if this be so, what do we know of hidden
springs, except fiom their story in ourselves? How could
we read them in another, except as in the mirror of our own
experience? If the key of his nature and character is in
ourS) there it is that we learn the art of judging our alter ego.
It follows from this that whatever truth there may be in
M ill's hypothetical narrative belongs to some of the later
acts of our life-drama, and does not introduce us to the
opening scene which he professes to present.

(2) The moral sentiments, unless I completely misconstrue
them, by no means correspond with Mill's account of their
origin and nature. In his view, they are a prospective
artifice for extracting serviceable conduct which needs a
bonus to produce it. In mine, they are a retrospective
verdict of 'well done!' or 'ill done!' on conduct already
put forth. And if we laugh at the definition of gratitude as
" a lively sense of favours yet to come/ and dismiss it to the
legion of cynical satire, I do not see how we can more
seriously treat an explanation of moral Approval'as a patron-
ising bid for future services, and moral censure as equivalent
to ' Mind you don't do it again!' Such a theory gives an
account of everything in them except their moral character^
as judgments upon the merits or dements of a free agent's
choice. It describes a certain disciplinary influence which
they undoubtedly exercise; but this itself they would not
exercise with any serious effect, were they hollow in their
profession of disinterested ethical affection towards conduc t
that is past, and were they reduced to an administration of